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OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROFILE  

Austin Elementary School consists of  125 students, 9 teachers, 8 support 

staff, and 2 custodial staff. Austin Elementary School offers a wide variety 

of activities which help promote academics, leadership, athletics,  artistic 

and musical creativity as well as community connections.  Austin 

Elementary focuses on: 1. Literacy and Numeracy, 2. Physical Literacy, 3. 

Equity, Diversity and Social Justice, 4. Sense of Community and 5. Mental 

Health and Wellness.  

At AES we believe in developing student knowledge, skills, and attitudes to 

implement curriculum and instructional practices that demonstrate 

sensitivity to issues of equity, diversity, and social justice.  

The Kids in Philanthropy Program (KIP)  meet on a regular basis to learn 

about different community service groups in our community and learn 

about how these groups provide service to their community.  

The North Norfolk Foundation provided the KIP Program with $1000 to 

grant  to community service groups of their choice .  The members of KIP 

also collected non-perishable food items and donated to the emergency 

food hamper program in North Norfolk Rural Municipality. They also 

participated in other fundraisers to raise funds to give away in the form of 

a grant to local organizations.  

Thank you very much to the North Norfolk Foundation for assisting our 

students in making a difference in our community!  

 

INSIDE 

Literacy .................................................. 2 

Numeracy ............................................... 2 

I Love to Read ........................................ 2 

Physical Literacy .................................... 3 

Our School ............................................. 3 

Outdoor Challenge ................................. 4 

Sensory ................................................... 5 

Health Class ........................................... 5 

 

 

Mission Statement 
The students, staff and community will work together to provide a safe 

environment where all children can develop to their full potential. 

Success for all! 

Austin Elementary School 



It is the goal of AES to have our students demonstrate mathematical 

literacy through direct teaching, hands-on learning opportunities as 

well as through experiential practices.  It is our goal to increase the 

understanding of math vocabulary, basic skills, mental math strategies 

and mathematical application.  Teachers and students also use 

Mathletics to increase knowledge on numeracy and have fun while 

learning.  

LITERACY 

NUMERACY 

At Austin Elementary School we 

believe that all students can learn 

and have the ability to read and 

write as well as  have the ability to 

understand and work with 

numbers as a base for learning. 

Each teacher, regardless of grade 

level or subject area assignment, 

share the task of teaching and 

promoting literacy and numeracy 

skills. Every staff member of AES 

plays a role in building the 

literacy and numeracy skills of 

our students.  

Many strategies have been 

incorporated into the AES 

Literacy Plan, such as book talks, 

Daily 5 activities, home reading, 

reading role models, Reading 

Recovery, I Love to Read month, 

along with an updated school 

library book selections.  

“We shouldn’t teach great books; we should teach a love 
for reading.”                                                       - B.F Skinner 
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I LOVE TO READ 

MONTH 

During February, 

students participated in  

Olympic themed I love to 

read month activities. 

February is a fun and 

busy month for our school 

every year. Along with the 

activities organized, there 

are guest readers that 

come to read to our 

students and a 

scholastic’s book fair that 

runs for a week. Student 

Council also likes to set 

up days where the whole 

school can participate in 

school spirit days: Pajama 

Day, Read My Shirt Day, 

and Hat day.  



PHYSICAL LITERACY 

At Austin Elementary School we believe that all students can move with 

competence and confidence in a wide variety of physical activities in multiple 

environments that benefit the healthy development of the whole person. AES 

participates and offers many physical activities that run during Physical 

Education classes and after school.  

OUR SCHOOL 

Our school is uniquely 

different from many other 

schools across Manitoba 

and even within Pine 

Creek School Division. We 

follow a balanced school 

day schedule, giving our 

students the opportunity 

to increased exercise time 

and nutrition breaks. 

Austin Elementary begins 

each school day with 

SPARK. SPARK, which 

stands for student 

promoting activity 

responsibility and 

knowledge, consists of 

physical activity and 

getting active before 

starting the day. At AES 

we run SPARK for 15 

minutes in the morning 

before we start our first set 

of academic periods. Our 

SPARK schedule changes 

every month, giving our 

students a variety of 

different activities to do as 

a class or as a whole 

school. Some activities 

that take place are hall  /

trail walking, scooters, tag 

games, movement videos 

and other Phys. Ed 

activities.  
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Outdoor Winter Fun Day at Spruce Woods is an annual event. This day consists on  curling, hockey, 

sledding, snowshoeing and  making bannock over a bonfire.  The older students also have the oppor-

tunity to go downhill skiing.  



This year AES staff worked on growth mindset and outdoor education as a part of our plan for 
2017-18 school year.  We have found that there is a growing body of research that supports 
taking students outside to learn. It suggests that kids who spend time outside every day 
are healthier, happier, more creative, less stressed and more alert than those who don't. 
Being outside has also been shown to improve mental health, an ever growing issue with 

young and old in today’s society.  

 

 Building  Creating  Playing  

Fun  Warm  Friends  Learning  Running  

Nature  Sounds  Exploring   Curriculum Connections 

Trees  Birds  Critter Dipping  Field Trips  Explorer Kits 

Wind  Trains   Teachers  Outcomes  Teepees 

Tarps  Rope  Wagons  Sunscreen  

Happiness  Problem Solving 

“For better 

brain health, 

all children and 

youth should be 

physically 

active on a 

regular basis” 

(Participation 

Canada). 

“Education does 

not have to take 

part in the 

classroom”. 
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Two Week Outdoor Challenge 

http://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/hays-partner-zone/training-teachers-outdoor-learning


SENSORY ROOM 

Our Sensory Room has 

subsections to accommodate 

students' specific needs. This 

space will help students that need 

a break from the general 

classroom, as well as students 

that need help transitioning 

between classes. Students will 

learn how to identify their specific 

sensory needs and apply sensory 

tools to improve their regulation. 

We believe the sensory space will 

have a positive impact on the 

entire student population. 

Students, teachers, and parents 

will further their understanding 

of sensory systems and how an 

environment can shape learning 

and behavior. Our Sensory Room 

helps and empowers students to 

stay focused and productive. We 

believe students are more 

successful when they have a space 

and the tools that 

can meet their 

individual sensory 

needs. 

HEALTH CLASSES 
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Having difficulty viewing AES Documents?  

Documents are available in alternative formats upon request by 

contacting Kim Young, AES Principal at 204-637-2240 or email 

kyoung@pinecreeksd.mb.ca. 

Human development and sexual health education involves much more 

than simply learning about body parts and reproduction.  

In today’s complex and fast-paced world, there is much more that 

children and youth need to know to be safe and healthy. Human 

development and sexual health starts with children learning about 

themselves, their feelings, their bodies and about showing respect for 

themselves and others. As students grow, it includes learning about 

things like healthy peer and family relationships, hygiene, reproduction, 

identity, online safety, mental health and much more.  

In addition to learning about human development and sexual health, as 

part of health education, students learn about healthy eating, personal 

safety and injury prevention, and substance use and addictions. The 

focus is on getting accurate information and learning skills to make 

healthy choices for students’ everyday lives. Students do not learn health 

information in isolation. For example, students will begin to learn about 

making healthy and safe decisions by learning to think in advance, 

consider the potential result and reflect after a choice is made. They can 

apply those skills in a variety of situations such as making food choices, 

staying safe and setting fitness goals.  

In all parts of the Health and Physical Education curriculum, students 

learn “Living Skills.” These are skills that help students develop self-

awareness and social skills, communicate in relationships with friends 

and family, cope with challenges and think critically to make decisions, 

set goals and solve problems.  

Austin Elementary School 

has been awarded the 

Quality Physical 

Education Award for our 

commitment to offering 

exceptional physical 

education to our school.  

This award is for the 

recognition of AES’s 

achievement in providing 

a quality and 

comprehensive Physical 

Education program that 

provides a foundation for 

the development of 

physical literacy; enabling 

students to live physically 

active and healthy lives.  


